
9th Grade Summer Reading Text Suggestions

Fiction Comments

1. Cry, the Beloved Country
by: Alan Paton
ISBN-13: 978-0743262170

This novel is considered the greatest South
African novel ever written. It exposes worldwide
readers to the race relations that the country has
experienced during the modern era and the gap
that still exists today.

2.    Unbroken
by Laura Hillenbrand.
ISBN #10: 0385742525

Laura Hillenbrand tells the story of a former
Olympian's courage, cunning, and fortitude
following his plane crash in enemy territory. This
adaptation of Unbroken introduces a new
generation to one of history's most thrilling
survival epics.

3.     Boy 21
by Matthew Quick
(Coming of Age)
ISBN #9781472212900

Basketball has always been an escape for Finley.
He lives in broken-down Bellmont, a town ruled
by the Irish mob, drugs, violence, and racially
charged rivalries. At home, his dad works nights,
and Finley is left to take care of his disabled
grandfather alone. He's always dreamed of
getting out someday, but until he can, putting on
that number 21 jersey makes everything seem
okay.

4. Piecing Me Together
By Renee Watson
ISBN #13: 9781681191072

Jade is a high-achieving student and artist at an
exclusive private school. But, despite being the
person that people turn to when they need help,
she finds herself constantly being “fixed” by
those around her because she is African
American and from a poor neighborhood. When
she's nominated for a mentorship program, Jade
balks, but the promise of a full college
scholarship at the end makes it too good to pass
up. Can she accept this extra help and still keep
the pieces of herself together?



Nonfiction Comments

1. How to Read Literature
LIke a Professor: For Kids
by: Thomas C. Foster
ISBN-13: 978-0062200853

This book would be a great introduction for our
underclassmen into the world of analyzing
literature. Foster uses well known literature to
relate the ideas of symbolism, characterization,
setting, plot, and so much more to young readers.

2.    Americanized: Rebel
Without a Green Card
By Sara Saedi

ISBN- 9781524717797

This book can provide a different perspective to
our students by providing cultural context and
relating it back to their own lives. The book covers
a teenage girl's struggles finding out that her
family is living illegally in the United States. The
book uncovers her journey to get a green card,
family struggles along the way and relatable teen
struggles that our student’s can tie back to their
own lives.

3.    Enrique’s Journey
by Sonia Nazaro.
ISBN #9780385743280

The Story of a Boy's Dangerous Odyssey to
Reunite with his Mother is a national best-seller by
Sonia Nazario about a 17-year-old boy from
Honduras who travels to the United States in
search of his mother. It was first published in 2006
by Random House.


