
 

Paul J. Hagerty High School 

AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 

SUMMER READING 2021-2022 

Welcome to AP Literature & Composition, a college level literature course which will expand your literary and cultural 

knowledge! 

Read: When the Emperor was Divine by Julie Otsuka; we will be working with this title the first few weeks of school, so 

it is recommended that you annotate thoroughly. See the attached suggestions for annotations (highlighting is not 

annotating!). 

Complete: a 1-2 page multi-paragraph analysis that includes the following: 

 a. Intro: Identify the title and author followed by the claim – in other words Otsuka’s underlying  message. Avoid 

 starting your statement with trite expressions like: “The claim is……”, “This book is about….” etc. Your 

 statement is NOT a summary of the book – what does Otsuka want to bring forth, what change does she hope her 

 writing makes? Your introduction does not have to be long. 

 Example: Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlett Letter represents the manipulative and controlling fear of 

 the Puritans which isolated and demeaned women. 

 b. Body #1: Using a specific passage (2 pages) analyze HOW Otsuka supports her claim (or illustrates the 

 meaning of the work as a whole). She may do so through various literary devices such as symbolism, details, 

 syntax. Develop your choice – do not give bits and pieces of each device; developing ONE shows focus. DO NOT 

 SUMMARIZE the passage. Be sure to provide  parenthetical citations where appropriate (Otsuka 56). 

 Remember that textual evidence is not limited to direct quotes. 

 c. Body #2: Do the same as above with a different device. 

 d. Conclusion: Wrap up your analysis with an assessment of the importance of the work. 

MLA Format: Your paper is to be written in MLA Format: typed, double spaced, TNR 12 font, heading in the upper left 

(only on the first page) which includes your name, my name, course, date; last name page number in upper right. Include 

an MLA Works Cited for the text using EasyBib if you wish; or check Owl@Purdue for citing a book with one author. 

Your Work’s Cited is a separate page. Do not double side your response. 

Suggestion: Read Thomas Foster’s How to Read Literature like a Professor; this will enhance your understanding of 

ANY piece of fiction! 

Resource: Go to https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/Reader-Resources-WhenEmperorDivine.pdf for background, 

context and author information. 

Due: Your assignment is due the FIRST day of school; in addition, you will be asked to upload to ECampus to have your 

assignment screened by Turnitin.com once school begins 

Additional Assessment: you should be prepared for an in-class test on the novel.  

 

https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/Reader-Resources-WhenEmperorDivine.pdf


Academic Integrity: This is NOT GROUP work. Anything you turn in is assumed to be your own words and ideas – a 

determination that it is not will be considered Academic Dishonesty, an Honor Code Violation which will result in a “0” 

and a referral. 

AP Lit & Comp Annotation Guide 

● Devise a system of annotation that works for you.  

● If you find that annotation interferes with your reading, read the text without annotating it first, then go back and 

annotate the parts you consider to be important. You may find that knowing the entire book will help you identify the 

important details more effectively.  

● Buy a set of different colored highlighters, pens, post-its, and/or tabs to annotate your text. 

● Decide which colors and items you’re going to use for vocabulary, character, setting, and the other categories listed 

below. 

● Create a key to remind yourself what highlighter colors, tabs, and post-its mean in your system. Make your system as 

simple and user-friendly as possible. 

● Feel free to modify your system as needed. Do not feel you have to stick with your original design, if you find it’s not 

working or it’s too complicated. 

Here are the categories you should annotate: 

• Vocabulary: Use one color to highlight all unfamiliar words. Look them up and write a brief definition in the 

margin or on a post-it. 

• Narrative Voice: determine what type of narrator is used (omniscient, 1st person, 3rd person); what perspective 

does this narrator provide? Is s/he reliable or unreliable? Where in the text is this revealed? 

• Tone and irony: use highlighters and tabs/post-its to indicate important details about the narrator’s attitude (or 

tone) towards his/her subject matter and to his/her audience. Mark examples of irony if you find them (verbal, 

situational, and/or dramatic) and consider their effect. 

• Plot: use tabs/post-its to mark the major stages of the plot. What type of conflict is developed? 

• Form and structure: use highlighters and tabs/post-its to indicate important details about how the text is organized 

(into parts? volumes? chapters?). Look for places where structure changes and think about the reason for the 

change. 

• Setting: use highlighters and tabs/post-its to indicate important details about setting (time and place, creation of 

mood and atmosphere, and historical details). 

• Characterization: use highlighters and tabs/post-its to indicate important details about characters (what they look 

like, what they do, what they say, how they develop, what their function is in the book). 

• Diction: choose a highlighter color to indicate interesting word choices, repeated words, similes, metaphors, and 

other examples of figurative language that you recognize. 

• Themes/major ideas. What ideas does the book explore? What new understanding about life and humanity does 

the author want you to take away from this book? 

○ When you highlight, underline, or use a post-it to mark a particular section, write a comment in the margin about it. 

Highlighting without any commentary in the margin has little value -- you may not remember why you highlighted the 

section when you return to it. 

○ Have a conversation with the text. Record your responses to it -- make connections to other texts you’ve read (text-text); 

to aspects of your experience (text-self); and to issues going on in the world (text-world). 

○ Ask questions -- put a question mark in the margin next to sections that confuse you. Note why you’re confused. 

○ Comment on lines /quotations you think are especially significant, powerful, or meaningful, or ones that you really like 

or enjoy. 

○ Note down predictions of what you think will happen. 



○ Mark important details about plot, characters, setting, narrative voice, diction, tone and irony, form and structure. 

○ Circle or put boxes, triangles, or clouds around words or phrases that seem important to you. 

○ Use abbreviations or symbols – brackets, stars (multiple stars for varying degrees of importance), exclamation points, 

question marks, numbers, etc. 

○ Connect words, phrases, ideas, circles, boxes, etc. with lines or arrows.  

 

 

Credit to: 
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1589822332/deerfieldwindsor/psozarzm4q6fadhx5fee/APEngLit2020SummerRead

ingGuide.pdf 

 

 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1589822332/deerfieldwindsor/psozarzm4q6fadhx5fee/APEngLit2020SummerReadingGuide.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1589822332/deerfieldwindsor/psozarzm4q6fadhx5fee/APEngLit2020SummerReadingGuide.pdf

